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Transition Township Project 



Transition Township
§ Project Concept 
• Participatory Action Research 
• Best approach as it involves maximum participation, ownership and 

empowerment of the research process by the residents themselves.
§ Focus Areas 
• Food production
• Renewable Energy
• Waste recycling 
• Integrated and localized economy



Water reticulation system - conversion of
existing outhouses to accommodate Jojo
tanks and solar PV powered filter and
pumps.

Rainwater collection detail -  gutters 
feeding into installed water tank.

Rainwater collection detail -  gutters 
feeding into installed water tank.





The first food tunnel was erected on the gap-tap 
in February 2019.





Joint Action Project (JAP)



Joint Action Project (JAP)
§ Interdisciplinary project that kicked off in 2019
§ Involved:
• NMU students – Dept. Development Studies 
• PE College students – Dept. Electrical engineering 
• Wismar University students – Dept. Architecture
• Members of the Saltuba Cooperative in Kwazakhele.







Science to Policy Project



Science to Policy Transfer
§ This is an action research project designed 

to:
• Improve science to policy coherence to 

support sustainable development outcomes; 
and,

• Enhance the social capital of scientists and 
policymakers to increase institutional capacity, 
resilience, and learning.



• Framing your 
research

Knowledge & 
Understanding

Improving 
community 
knowledge and 
partnerships

Improving 
scientific 
understand
ing



• The relative 
importance of 
each stage of the 
research to 
scientists or 
policymakers

• Barriers that are 
the most impactful 
in hindering 
science to policy 
engagement

• Barriers that are 
the least impactful 
in hindering the 
transfer of science 
to policy

Engagement



• Most 
impactful in 
supporting 
the transfer of 
science to 
policy

• Least 
impactful in 
supporting 
the transfer of 
science to 
policy

Impact
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Stakeholder meetings or forums

Providing scientific research reports to a government agency

Preparing policy briefs (available online)

Peer reviewed scientific publications (open access)

Regional conferences

Including the research within a national data base or website

Including the research within a regional (i.e., more than one…

Briefings with a minister

Peer to peer facilitated by the research funding body

International conferences

Peer to peer conversations

Through social media

Technical reports (available online)

Peer reviewed scientific publications (subscription access only)

Most influential ways to inform policy

• The three most 
influential ways to 
inform policy

• The three least 
influential ways to 
inform policy

• Opportunities that 
are the most 
impactful in 
supporting the 
transfer of science 
to policy

• Opportunities that 
are the least 
impactful in 
supporting the 
transfer of science 
to policy.

Communication & 
Dissemination



Models of Social Ownership



Student Projects
§ Asisipho Mhlonyane 

– Coastal Livelihoods

§ Oyama Mkaza and Dr Bruce Damons 
– Food Systems Working Group

§ Yanga Maletsheza 
– Climate Change and Food Security



Vielen Dank


