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Introduction

South Africa’s educational theoretical foundations and pedagogic practices remain
entrenched in the past and reflect knowledge centred in western intellectual world,
even though there are policies in place to redress the past marginalisation of
indigenous epistemologies

There is growing academic discourse on the role of the African archive in the
understanding and reclamation of the African episteme that has been undervalued
through deliberate colonial epistemic erasure

The value of the African archive in our context is three-fold:
it is a record of a collective memory of society

the primary source of the archive are the early African thinkers, writing in indigenous languages
and from an African perspective and,

the lexicon of a language provides insights into word meanings and therefore gives a glimpse
into a society’s conceptualization about phenomena at the time of writing and is therefore one
of the resources for recovering memory

This contribution provides insights on the value of the African archive in the
reconstruction of memory through African historiography from an African
perspective, and the potential of the archive in diversifying and transforming the
academic canon
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Institutional and Faculty context

As a Faculty of Humanities in an African university, we ask ourselves critical
questions:

What is our purpose and how are we positioned in relation to society and its
needs?

What knowledge traditions set us apart from other Faculties of Humanities in
Africa?

How do we impart these knowledge traditions to make our students distinct from
others?

Our response to these questions guided by institutional strategic priorities on:
Revitalisation of the Humanities and Fostering transdisciplinarity
Origins, Culture, Heritage and Memory with a focus on
African Vernacular Archive and Heritage Studies, and

Women’s Digital Archive and Gendered Histories
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Questions of History, Memory and Archive in an
African University

Given the deliberate epistemic erasure, the marginalization and invisibility of
historiography of African scholars on African experiences before and during
European and missionary engagement, an African archive (a collection or a
repository of documents imagined as belonging together as sources of historical
evidence) ...

is important in exploring authoritative African narratives, presenting and
preserving marginalised voices, and engaging with African knowledge systems

inserts African historiographies about African experience in knowledge
production processes

is important in understanding the role of power and dominance (hegemony) in
the erasure of memory, or the reclamation of memory
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Sources of the archive
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Documentation of oral narratives from the native
population

Travelogues from early explorers

Missionaries — journals, reports to their Missionary
societies in their home countries, etc

Colonial administrators’ reports to the Queen

Records of early African literates’ intellectual
thoughts

Academics from the global North
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Early recognition of precolonial African indigenous
episteme

In all grammatical variations of form, [isiXhosa] is eminently distinguished by
system and regularity. It is ... correctly spoken by all classes of the community,
which is not the case, perhaps, with any of our European tongues...(Appleyard
1850: 67-8).

[isiXhosa] oral tradition in debates demonstrates gift of logic. [Tlhey have
tenacious memory... and nothing escapes their keen observation and when
[knowledge is] engraved in the tablet of their memory, it is never obliterated
(Holden, 1866 paraphrased from Mostert, 1992: 202-3)

Whosoever wants to gain an intfimate knowledge of the native ... will best do it by
studying the fruits of his intellect: those productions which serve ...for the education
of both the young and the old, wherein his soul expresses itself, unstifled by
foreign intrusion ... (Meinhof 1899).
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Recognition followed by deliberate
ignorance

There is very little in old Kaffirdom worth preserving — and we think it will be
the wisdom of the natives as soon as possible to move forward into day — and
secure the blessings which the present time brings to them. (Steward in Isigidimi

1871)
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African Languages Literary Archive

Primary purpose: recovery, preservation and valorisation of (south) African
epistemologies from early African thinkers writing in indigenous African languages
(isiXhosa)

The ultimate aim is to produce diverse and rich epistemic academic canon that
recognises experiences from the global South, especially from Africa.

Research activities include:

Identification, collection, documentation, curation and publication isiXhosa writings from
19™ century African intellectuals, and others using newspapers as the primary sources,
and deliberate inclusion of writings from women intellectuals

Development of a digital archive to preserve and widen access to the writings

Collaborate with government institutions in identification and preservation of sites from
which literary activities from early African thinkers took place

Translation into African languages of writings identified as key texts from African writers
across the continent and the diaspora.
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Literary activity from 1823-1950s
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'IZILO ZOMILABA.

L—INGONYAMA.

Ingonyama yinkosi yamaramncwa.  Si
.stsho gokuba i yinto ckalipileyo kurene: i
namanjla amakulu.  Yinto onga ti waku
yibona, u ti yikati e gangetole lenkabi. In-
2ipo zayo asi zizo nezipo. Inkunzi iy’aziwa
gesinnei esikulu  csisentanyeni. I ti yona
yaku ba nomsindo i be yinto eyoyikckayo
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INDABA.

“ Whott wmpefamlo wshoele ubfvagt abulungile.”

(ttengwa ngedobulityo zonthlanu; kuti kodwa ukuba uyitunyelwe umntu kwalekwe
\ ‘naleye ihrolelwo umfo weposi ukuzo ribe ntandatuke)

No.1)  AUGUSITL 1862, (Vol. L
Ukuvulwa kwe-Tyalike yase-Mgwali.

NpiTE ngenye imini apa, ndeva ukuba iyakuvulwa
ityalike ka-Rev.Tiyo Soga ngosuku Iweshumi elinesi-
hlanu luka-June, lenyanga kutiwa ngu-Ntulikazi ngo-
kwa-N Nditeke 1 il m,
““u-Puti lakwa-Hoho sivato sama-Xosakazi;” ndasinga
e-Mgwali apo. Ndite-tu kwindzwanenkulu yendhlu,
into entungo ilapaya, into eyoke iwaminyele amakulu
amanindzi. Into eyabambi kwesuka kwawa ilighwa,

" wati wkuba mkulu Kwawo umoya wancamisa, waman'
uknutyunzymakwelo endhlwxm apa. :

Kutel unene ngalo-Sabata; kwati-
kweyokuqa.\n ya-Maxosa kwateta u- Rev John Brownlee,
yegﬂ 5 was

20 wati wkusuka kona waya kuma kwa-Ntinde e- Qonce,
apo asafundisa kona nanamhla. Ute ukugala wake

. watyila kweka-Mat.. xx.; waza ukuteta wakutabata
kweyesibini ka-Mosesi xx. 24, kulamazwi ati—* Enda-
weni sonke endilibalela kuzo igama lam ndiyakuza kuwe
ndikusikelele.”  Ndakuba nditini ukupulapula andiba-

ngs nakukuva, ukuteta kwake, kuba wayeshumayela

. kungekuko nokuba mkulu umoya, ndibe kananjalo ndi-
bona ukuba wayiselle lufelo Iwalento o mgeleyu

namhla ukuge amazwi i nnkuwayumne
Kute wa-

o s
tota u-Bov. Walliam Govan, lafundin upete’ esmukoh
sikulu sifunds amadodana e-Dikeni paya. ~~Ute watyila
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Contestations about the canon

There is a long history of contestations of the prominence of a particular
knowledge in institutions of learning, namely, the epistemic canon deriving from
the Western intellectual world, and erasure of African knowledge systems (AKS)

Early African intellectuals, as early as the 1840s, argued for the indigenous
African phenomena to be made knowable, as an integral part of epistemic
canon in education
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Early African intellectuals and debates on African
indigenous episteme 1/4

Tiyo Soga 1848 — expressed a need to use language to share and
preserve African knowledge because print is

“isitya esihle sokulondoloza iimbali, neendaba namavo, asekhaya”

[a beautiful dish for preserving indigenous chronological narrative
accounts [history], values and knowledge]
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Early African intellectuals and debates on
African indigenous episteme 2/4

William Wellington Gqgoba 1887 — a relationship exists between literacy, knowledge
and power

Sifundiswa ngeembali zezizwe zaseGreece, Rome, Egypt, nezamaNgesi njalo-njalo,
into ezazizizo kwanento eziyiyo namhla. Ke ngoko ziphilile, kuba nathi singazange
sizibone sazi nto ngazo, namhla ngenxa yeencwadi zembali zazo, siyazibona,
siyathetha nazo, siyazekela nentetho nemikhwa ethile kuzo kubume banamhla bazo.

We are taught the history of the nations of Greece, Rome, Egypt, of the English and
so on, who they were and what they are today. Thus they are very much alive,
because even we who never shared their experiences or saw them, at least today we
know something about them through their historical books, we see them, we discuss
them and make an example of some of their sayings and habits as reflected in their
present day legacy.
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Early African intellectuals and debates on African
indigenous episteme 3/4

Mazisi Kunene 1945 — there is a need to challenge assumptions placing African thought systems just as “folk-
thought meriting no serious classification in the hierarchy of knowledge in the academy”
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Early African intellectuals and debates on African indigenous

episteme 4/4

INLIZAYBLELU. -

Naungani ndingengcali kwathi ni yamthetho, ndinawo
>ko amanakani okuBa umthetho wasemaXhoseni awahluke
\! i ko i ezikhanyiselweyo. Iintlanga
riMhlophe zithe zakufika kweli lizwe zafumana ukuba
3antu Beli lizwe Baphantse ukuba zii fhe zomthetho
onke, namasiko aBo asekwe phezu kwezibakala, Baza ke
acuntsula naBo kanoBomi kuloo masiko, nakuloo mithetho
esiXhosa.

Kweli Bal ndi ukuBonisa imigudu, nenkxamleko,
exefa elithatyathwayo ngamaXhosa xa alanda umthetho,
uba kaloku kuzanyelwa ukuBa uzekelwe kwisibakala
sakhe saakho. Ndizama nokuBonisa ukuBa inkosi asingu-
ena mgqibi wezinto yedwa, nje ngoko izizwe ziBa zons
unjalo kuthi.

Intetho nemikhwa yesiXhosa iya itfhona ngokutfhon:
genxa yeliZwi nokhanyo olukhoyo, oluze nezizwe zase:
{tfona-langa, oonyana BakaGogi noMagogi.

Yindawo yomlisela nomthinjana wasemaXhoseni, ukub:
\khangele ngokucokisekileyo ukubBa iya kuthi, yakut fhonel:
phele le ntetho nale mikhwa inesidima yakowawo, kut[ho
sele nto ni na emveni koko.

La ke ngoko ngamazwembe-zwembe okuzama ukuxha
halaza kuloo msinga uza kutfhayela isizwe siphela. Zama
1i ukuwaxhasa nani ngelenu icala.

Ndingowenu emigudwini yesizwe,
S. E. Krune Mghayi.

EmPongo,

KweyomSintsi, 1914.

1096 7

v
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...I have insights that law in isiXhosa speaking
society is not different at all from that of
enlightened countries. ...

The language and the cultural practices of
amaXhosa are gradually disappearing because
of the Word ...

... When these and the language disappears,
and the dignified cultural practices cease to
exist, what else will follow?

These then are my attempts in trying to hold
steady against the powerful stream that will
eventually sweep away the entire nation...

September, 1914
Change the World



Key historical moments in which writings were
produced

Different political regimes: From Colonialism to apartheid

1779-1879 Hundred-year Frontier Wars — longest wars of dispossession between
the British empire and the native population in the present Eastern Cape

1856-1857 Cattle killing that led to widespread famine and death in the Eastern
Cape

1850s onwards Industrial Revolution and the effects of migrant system on native
population

1899-1902 South African Anglo-Boer War

1910 The Union of the Republic of South Africa

1912 Intense and resolute black political resistance

1914-1918, 1939-1945 First World War and Second World War

1948 Apartheid /politics of segregation
NELS' N M. NDELA UNIVERSITY Change the World



Emerging themes from the African
archive

Language, culture and history in Cape Nguni society from the 16™ century

Historical accounts of conflict from point of contact with Europe in the 17t
century

18™M-early 20™ African politics
18M-early 20" global politics
Botany — medicinal plants and IKS
Zoology — ornithology

Epidemics in South Africa
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Publications from the African archive: NIHSS African
Languages Literary Heritage Research Hub

Compiles from newspapers, translates into English and publishes annotated
volumes under original authors

UKZN Press isiXhosa Literature Series
Publication in diplomatic edition
Translation into English

Introduction and annotations to provide context
@ volumes published to date

7 volumes writings from African intellectuals published in newspapers

2 literary appreciation of the literature from the series
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Publications from the African language (isiXhosa) literary archive

M

IFIGANEKO ZESIZWE

UMOYA WEMB Gl

Collvctind e (1402 1335)

Orasord Pareu (1990 F843)

o

Publications from newspaper writings
from “Opland Collection of Xhosa
Literature”

.|0'§Xs v
NTSIKO -

HADI WASELUH LANGEN]
Catiecred Writings (1873- 1916}

Writings from 1830s-1940s

Publi by UKZN Pressin
collaboration with the NIHSS since 2013

LEXICOGRAPHY
Netes oo ko Laer e Lomenge (2305 E54]

&

Authors:
Early African (Nguni/isiXhosa
speaking literates)
Missionaries
Colonial administrators
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Collaboration with Carl Von Ossietzky

University Oldenburg

Co-teaching — History, Memory,
Archives and Slavery Seminar
2023 (Prof Dagmar Freist)

Joint Class on
ry, Memory Cultures, Historical Archives

and Slavery, Summer Term 2023
CARL VON OSSIETZKY

UNIVERSITAT

NELS*N M./ NDELA
UNIVERSITY

Prof. Dr. Nomalanga Mkhize,

Dr Vusumuzi Kumalo, Prof. Dr Dagmar Freist

“The focus on culture, heritage and memory are equally important. In the last 50 years, the United Nations (via
UNESCO) has advanced the global management of tangible and intangible heritage, identifying and inscribing
what it deems to be universally valued cultural artefacts and practices on its World Heritage List (WHL) and its
List of Oral and Intangible Cultural Heritages. Heritage management and conservation, however, goes beyond the
reach of global heritage organiza tes the evolution of humanity and the resources early humans.
used to craft a socially meaningful existence. It also tells us about contemporary relations of power and the
meaning of culture in society”

Source: hitps://research.mandela.ac.za/Institution-Research-Themes

o

‘Whose memory?

Points of Discussion:

NELS' N M. NDELA UNIVERSITY

Summer School - Gender and Queer
Studies: Experiences from the South
of Africa and Germany (Prof Sylvia
Pritsch)

N fiir interdisziplinare
auaar und Geschlechterforschung
CvD' ﬁms tét Oldenburg

Dialogues for Responsible Gender and Queer Studies - Experiences from the South of Africa and Germany

NELS®N M/ NDELA

UNIVERSITY

Summer School 23 - 24 June 2023 at Carl von Ossietzky Universitit Oldenburg
Venue: Campus Haarentor

Centre for interdisciplinary Women and Gender Studies (ZFG) at Carl von Ossietzky University of Oldenburg
(Germany) in cooperation with the Centre for Women and Gender Studies (CWGS) at Nelson Mandela
University Ggeberha (South Africa)

PROGRAM
23.06.2023, 14:00-21:30h

14:00: Opening (Room A03-1-117)
PROF. DR. ALMUT HOFERT, DR: SYLVIA PRITSCH (ZFG UOL)

14:15 - 18:00 Workshops:

14:15  Workshop 1:
PROF. DR. MATHABO KHAU (NMU/ Teacher Education): Rethinking Sexuality Education in Higher Education
Institutions: A decolonial approach

16:15 Workshop 2:
NAMUPA SHIVUTE (Namibia, African storyteller, researcher, journalist): Interaktive Bildungsarbeit zum
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Advancing archival research: digital
archive

Creating access and preserving the archive

Digital humanities infrastructure

Development of digital research capacity

Digital research tools: creating possibilities for accuracy in historical accounts

Facilitates global collaboration

NELS' ' N M. NDELA UNIVERSITY Change the World



Conclusion

The appraisal and scientific engagement with the publications from the African
archive make it possible to move away from the notion of universalizing
experience in the academy from a Western perspective

Writings can, therefore, be used as a catalyst in challenging the notion of
whose knowledge /whose memory is given authority in the academy.

Questions of ownership and location of African literary archives remain a
challenge as we rethink the SA literary canon, and recovery of works written in
the past, but marginalised.

NELS' N M. NDELA UNIVERSITY Change the World
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